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Vancouver, British Columbia, one of 
the most beautiful cities in the world, 
will host our 2006 URISA International 
Conference in September. Vancouver is 
a multi-cultural, dynamic, brilliant port 
city; our conference mirrors the city as a 
multi-cultural, dynamic, brilliant portal 
for sharing ideas from around the world!

I invite you to come to 
Vancouver. Who you meet at the 
URISA conference can make all the 
difference in your career. 

Some of the very best conversations 
I have ever had have happened at URISA 
conferences. If you have been there you 
know that this kind of conversation may 
happen in a session or in the vendor 
area, it may happen over lunch and it 
probably will happen in the hallway 
during a break. It begins as you greet 
an old friend who introduces you to 
someone new who, it turns out, is 
trying find the solution to a problem 
similar to the top issue on your list of 
things to improve back at work. As the 
discussion continues, you learn that 
your new friend has tried two out of 
three strategies that you have in mind; 
and then you learn that they have 
another idea that is completely new to 
you. The next thing you know, with the 
exchange of a business card, you have 
a professional connection, a mentoring 
relationship and a new friendship that 
will last a lifetime. Three of my session, 
vendor and coffee break conversations 
have led to the implementation of our 
integrated parcel management software, 
to our creative partnership with a 
GIS-centric appraisal software vendor 
and to the initiation of our addressing 

President's Column
The URISA Annual Conference Can Make 
All the Difference in Your Career
By Cindy Domenico

Cindy Domenico
URISA PResident

project that will serve all of the Boulder 
County, Colorado, communities with 
improved customer service, emergency 
preparedness and public access to 
information. 

Come to Vancouver. What you 
learn at the URISA conference can 
make all the difference in your career. 

If you are a GIS professional with 
a desire to further your career, our 
Professional Development sessions will 
help you chart that path and experience 
what seasoned experts in our field 
are looking for in new hires. We will 
be talking about GIO’s (Geospatial 
Information Officers), the NSDI and 
other training programs, and the GIS 
professional certification program. 
Come and take part in the dialogue. 

If you are a CIO, looking to grow 
your staff’s experience and your own 
understanding of geospatial information 
trends, come to Vancouver. It is in your 
career interest to gain an in-depth 
awareness of the enterprise-wide value 
of GIS, and to make yourself more 
valuable to your organization.

If you want to see where best 
practices have been implemented, the 
Exemplary Systems in Government 

plenary will showcase our 2006 award 
winners. To achieve this award, a public 
agency, at the federal, state/provincial, 
regional or local level, must demonstrate 
the effective application of computer 
technology that can be measured in 
terms of improved government services 
and increased benefits to citizens. You 
will see our Single Process Systems 
award winners. Systems in this category 
are outstanding examples of applying 
information system technology to 
automate a specific single process or 
operation involving one department 
or sub-unit of an agency. The system 
application results in extended and/or 
improved government services that 
are more efficient and/or save money. 
You will also see our Enterprise Systems 
winners. Systems in this category use 
information systems technology in a 
multi-department environment as part 
of an integrated process. These systems 
exemplify effective use of technology 
yielding widespread improvements 
in the process(es) and/or service(s) 
involved and/or cost savings to the 
organization.

If you are working to build a 
regional GIS collaboration, you can 
benefit from learning about what has 
worked well and what hasn’t worked 
well from other jurisdictions. The 
Vancouver conference program includes 
experts from around the globe who 
will be sharing their experiences and 
perspectives.

If you need to see the latest 
evolution of web-based GIS solutions in 
government, we have presenters from 



Important URISA 
Dates to Remember
June 19, 2006
Last day to vote in Board of Directors’ 
election

September 25, 2006
URISA Board of Directors meeting
Chapter Leaders’ Forum
Vancouver, BC

September 26-29, 2006
URISA’s 44th Annual Conference
Vancouver, BC

September 30, 2006
URISA Board of Directors meeting
Vancouver, BC

October 29-November 2, 2006
URISA Caribbean GIS Conference
Bahamas

The Urban and Regional Information 

Systems Association (URISA) is the 

premier professional association for 

those involved in improving our urban 

and regional environments through the 

effective use of information technology. 

Professionals in planning, economic 

development, information systems, 

emergency services, natural resources, 

public works, transportation, and other 

departments within state and local 

government have depended on URISA 

for professional development and 

educational needs since 1963. Through 

its international, national and local 

chapter operations, URISA serves nearly 

8,000 professionals.
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Annual Conference continued from front page

Nanaimo, British Columbia, Charlotte-
Mecklenburg, North Carolina and 
Chicago, Illinois, sharing their 
expertise. 

What is the Tale of Three Cities 
– London, Boston & Venice? Why is 
Addressing on everyone’s hot list and 
what are the solutions? What are the 
latest Mobile mapping tools? As an 
emergency responder, do you know 
the Return On Investment of making 
GIS an integral part of your plan? What 
is Public Participation GIS and how can 
the community become involved? 

How you use what you learn at 
the URISA conference can make all 
the difference in your career. 

Our conference wrap-up keynote 
speaker, Mike Liebhold, with the 
Institute for the Future, will inspire 
you to apply what you have learned. 
Mike is a Senior Researcher for the IFTF 
focusing on pro-active, context-aware 
and ubiquitous computing, as well 
as social implications and technical 
evolution of a geospatial web. He 
was a producer and program leader 
for the Technology Horizons “New 
Geography” Conference at the Presidio 
of San Francisco, where he helped 
technologists and strategic planners 
from top tier companies and the 
public better understand the emerging 
geospatial information infrastructure. 

Vancouver, URISA International, 
September. Don’t miss it. 

Conference Schedule
Monday, September 25, 2006
• URISA Board of Directors Meeting 
• Chapter Leaders' Forum 

Tuesday, September 26, 2006
• URISA Conference Workshops – 13 

preconference workshops!
• Exhibit Installation 
• Committee Meetings 

Wednesday, September 27, 2006
• Opening Ceremony & Keynote 

Address - John Furlong, CEO of the 
Vancouver Organizing Committee 
for the 2010 Olympic and 
Paralympic Winter Games

• Twenty-four educational sessions 

• Roundtable discussion luncheon
• Exhibits open
• Networking reception in Exhibit 

Hall 
• Vendor hospitality/User group 

meetings 

Thursday, September 28, 2006
• 2006 ESIG Winners Plenary 

Session 
• Twenty-four educational sessions
• Exhibits 

Vancouver is known as one of the 
world’s most beautiful and livable cit-
ies. With surroundings this spectacular 
and land that produces such a won-
derful bounty of food, activities and 
fresh air, it is no wonder Vancouverites 
are passionate about protecting the 
environment. Renowned for being in-
novative and on the leading edge of 
ideas, Vancouver is also recognized 
as a leader in sustainability. The fol-
lowing are a small sample of environ-
mental initiatives underway at some 
of Vancouver’s hotels, restaurants and 
attractions. 

Fast “Green” Facts 
• The international environmental 

organization, Greenpeace, was 
founded in Vancouver in 1971. 
Greenpeace now has national and 
regional offices in 41 countries 
worldwide, all of which are 
affiliated with the Amsterdam-
based Greenpeace International. 

• The Vancouver Parks Board 
maintains more than 200 parks 
and 11 miles of beaches in 
Greater Vancouver. More than 12 
new parks have been added to 
the city in the last 10 years. 

• More than one million trees are in 
Vancouver parks, including more 
than 500,000 in Stanley Park 
alone. 

• More than half (58%) of the 
city's waterfront is public. The 
longest continuous stretch is 23 
kilometres stretching from Crab 
Park to Kitsilano Beach Park. 

Convention Centre Expansion 
Minimizes Environmental Impact
As befits an environmentally forward 
city, the expansion of the Vancouver 
Convention and Exhibition Centre has 
been designed to minimize environ-
mental impact, and in some cases, 
even improve the surroundings. These 
design features include: 
• Canada's largest living roof, 

complete with a rainwater 
irrigation system. 

• Energy efficient design making 
use of natural light and 
ventilation. 

• Onsite water management, 
including a sea water cooling 
system. 

• Marine habitat restoration and 
shoreline replacement, including 
benches on the water side of the 
expansion to create a new fish 
habitat in Burrard Inlet. 

• Targeting Leadership in Energy 
and Environmental Design (LEED) 
and Green Globe standards for 
sustainable building design. 

Vancouver Tidbits:

• Evening Social Event 

Friday, September 29, 2006
• Twenty-four educational sessions 
• Exhibits 
• Closing Keynote Address – Mike 

Liebhold, The Institute for the Future
• URISA Annual Business Meeting 

Saturday, September 30, 2006
• URISA Board of Directors Meeting 
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Tuesday, September 26, 2006 
8:30 AM – 5:00 PM 
Note the new schedule for 2006…work-
shops on Tuesday; opening reception on 
Wednesday night

For over forty years, URISA has 
been the center for information 
exchange among professionals dealing 
with urban and regional issues. The 
annual conference workshops have 
been and are considered some of the 
best real-world and practical learning 
experiences for attendees.

Attendance at one pre-conference 
workshop is included in your full 
conference registration (normally a 
$195 fee). Workshops are designed 
to be classroom experiences and 
are limited to 40 attendees each. 
Registrations will be allocated on a 
first-come, first served basis, so register 
early! Brief descriptions follow: 

Four NEW workshops are being 
introduced at URISA 2006…all others 
have undergone a significant yearly 
review and update.

3D Geospatial: Best Practices and 
Project Implementation Methods 
Instructors: Tim Case, Parsons Brinckerhoff 
Do-hyung Kim, University of Florida
The convergence of new technologies 
and business requirements is fostering 
a new wave of 3D geospatial applica-
tions.  Implementing these systems in 
local or regional governments requires 
a new set of skills and knowledge that 
most professionals have yet to devel-
op.  This course is a great way to get 
started or expand your 3D know-how. 
A wide range of users may create, 
navigate, and analyze entire metropoli-
tan regions or a single city block within 
these systems.  Urban governments 
are using complex 3D data and visu-
alization tools to support emergency 
preparedness, urban planning, public 
involvement, tourism, and many other 
business practices.  This course intro-

duces the data, systems, and processes 
to be considered when implementing 
3D applications.  Using structured 
project management methodology 
and extensive case studies, attendees 
will learn how to navigate the dizzying 
array of options and prepare for a sus-
tainable 3D geospatial practice.

GIS Program Management 
Instructors: Peter Croswell, PlanGraphics 
Inc
Susan Johnson, City of Charlotte, North 
Carolina
Today, most government organiza-
tions have some type of GIS program 
in place or are considering GIS imple-
mentation. This workshop is designed 
to provide insights and guidelines 
for managing public agency GIS 
programs.  It will look at the various 
organizational and technical issues 
program managers must address in 
order to develop a successful GIS pro-
gram.  The course material will cover 
all aspects of GIS project and on-going 
program management including such 
areas as: strategic and implementa-
tion planning, budgeting and financial 
management, business case develop-
ment and cost-benefit evaluation, 
team building and human resources, 
important technical management is-
sues, product/service procurement and 
vendor/contract, management and im-
portant legal and policy issues for GIS 
project and program management. 
The workshop will focus on practical 
issues and challenges faced by GIS 
managers. It is structured to allow ad-
equate time to discuss important top-
ics and for attendees to asks questions 
and present their own experiences.

GIS Enterprise Architecture & 
System Integration 
Instructors: David Peters, ESRI
Karen Stewart, GISP, Township of Lang-
ley, British Columbia

The objective of this workshop is to ex-
amine both GIS enterprise architecture 
and the integration between various 
systems (GIS included) in an orga-
nization.  Workshop instructors will 
examine the past, current, and future 
of GIS within an enterprise context, 
and apply the experience, discipline, 
and future direction of the Information 
Systems (IS) profession to Geographic 
Information Systems (GIS). This work-
shop will provide GIS professionals 
with an understanding of some of the 
complex technical and specific techni-
cal management issues that must be 
addressed when developing a corpo-
rate GIS.

Asset Management:  Planning, 
Strategy, and Implementation 
Instructors: Jason Amadori, Data Trans-
fer Solutions
Allen Ibaugh, Data Transfer Solutions
Gary Outlaw, GISP, Merrick & Company
Public and private agencies face con-
tinuous challenges to accomplish more 
with less as increases in demand, regu-
latory requirements, infrastructure de-
terioration, and political and economic 
forces have significantly outpaced 
increases in capital and operating bud-
gets.  Many of these agencies are turn-
ing to Asset Management to cope with 
these challenges and improve business 
performance and effectiveness.  This 
workshop will focus on several aspects 
of developing an asset management 
system that could help improve per-
formance, reduce long-term costs, 
and maximize return on investment in 
infrastructure assets. 

eGovernment – Planning, Policy 
and the Portal 
Instructor: Jury Konga, GISP, Town of 
Richmond Hill, Ontario
eGovernment initiatives are expanding 
exponentially in all levels of the pub-

continued on page 6

Pre-Conference Workshops at URISA 2006
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lic service.  This workshop is a must 
to understand the full scope of what 
eGovernment is and to assess the role 
that technologies such as GIS need to 
play.  The workshop will focus on plan-
ning towards implementing enterprise 
eGovernment services, policy consid-
erations, and the various elements that 
go into the eGovernment portal as the 
key electronic service delivery mecha-
nism.

An Overview of Open Source GIS 
Software 
Instructor: Sara Yurman, Spatial Focus
Open source software offers access to 
source code, and the process of de-
velopment in addition to the software 
itself.  Open source GIS products are 
widely available, usually as free down-
loads.  The difference in the develop-
ment model, however, makes decisions 
about this kind of software more com-
plicated than comparing price tags. 
This workshop is designed to help you 
think through your options.  It will give 
an overview of current developments 
from technical and management per-
spectives. Selected packages and their 
applications in various projects will be 
demonstrated and discussed.

Best Practices for Developing 
Geographic Information Models 
Instructors: Douglas Adams, Baltimore 
County
David Arctur, ESRI
Even with decades of experience, 
effective design of a GIS database 
remains a combination of art and sci-
ence. This workshop shows how you 
can build on your existing data and 
skills to take advantage of the latest 
generation of GIS tools and practices 
for database design. After an introduc-
tion to the fundamental concepts of 
GIS database design, we will present 
and discuss case studies of GIS data-
bases designed for managing land par-
cels, inventorying municipal facilities 
for emergency preparedness, and au-
tomating a permit application. In the 
exercises you will develop portions of 
conceptual, logical, and physical data 
models. Through these case studies of 

successful and effective systems, you 
will gain a better understanding of the 
issues you can face, as well as the tools 
and processes you can apply, in devel-
oping many other kinds of systems.

NEW – LiDAR Concepts, Principles 
and Applications 
Instructors: Bill Emison, Merrick & Com-
pany
Brian Raber, Merrick & Company
Mark Romano, Merrick & Company
LIDAR (LIght Detection And Ranging) 
has become widely accepted tool to 
generate accurate terrain models used 
in a variety of GIS applications.  This 
workshop will provide an overview of 
this exciting technology. A history of 
this advanced mapping tool will be 
discussed as well as a review of current 
and future trends.  The workshop will 
describe potential applications and will 
provide case studies of how this data 
has been used by agencies throughout 
the United States.  Specific topics will 
include: LIDAR technology summary 
and how it works, mapping workflow 
and processes, quality control and po-
tential error, and future trends. Current 
case studies will also be examined.

NEW – Transportation Spatial 
Database Design 
Instructor: Jack Butler, GISP, AICP, Butler 
& Butler LLC
Although almost all data maintained 
by transportation agencies may be 
considered as spatial, the data used by 
GIS applications are generally separate 
from those used by the mainstream 
applications of the agency.  The work-
shop will show the student how to 

develop an integrated multimodal da-
tabase design for transportation agen-
cies that not only serves to break down 
cross-functional barriers but also offers 
a foundation for true enterprise-level 
spatial databases.  Such a design offers 
the opportunity for GIS to come out 
of the backroom and be a viable real-
time agency management tool.

NEW – Introduction to Object-
Oriented Spatio-Temporal Data 
Modeling 
Instructors: David Gallaher, City of Boul-
der, Colorado 
Ale Raza, ESRI
No matter what kind and where you 
get your time series data, the manage-
ment of this data is a difficult issue that 
affects multiple levels of information 
modeling. The simplest questions are 
how to store, retrieve and display this 
data, but handling spatio-temporal 
data can become quite complicated 
depending on your application re-
quirements. While mathematical theo-
ry and object-oriented concepts can be 
used to integrate space and time in a 
seamless manner, practical case studies 
are not yet in great abundance. This 
workshop presents the current state 
of knowledge in developing a spatio-
temporal data model. This workshop 
is designed to provide fundamentals 
of spatio-temporal data modeling; a 
case study of urban applications at the 
county level; various issues related with 
modeling such as how to structure, 
store, query, and display time series 
data.

Annual Conference continued from page 3

continued on page 11
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Mapping Public Restrooms in New York City:  
Connecting People with the Community

It may be difficult to imagine anyone 
linking “geographic information sys-
tems” (GIS) and “public restrooms” in 
the same sentence.   The New Yorker 
magazine took note of my public par-
ticipatory GIS project to map public 
restrooms in New York City, and Senior 
Writer John Seabrook wrote a story 
about it in the “Talk of the Town” 
section in the March 27, 2006 issue.  
The profile chronicled my efforts – de-
scribed as a “bold agenda” – to solve 
a major problem for urban planners, 
policy analysts, and virtually everyone 
else: how to track down a bathroom 
in New York City.  Ian Kraut, an under-
graduate intern at Rutgers University, 
and I were able to create an interac-
tive mapping application for mapping 
public and other publicly accessible 
restrooms. 

The idea of using GIS to map, and 
later find, toilets came to me during 
my visit during the 2004 Christmas 
season.  My wife, three daughters and 
I were visiting New York to see the 
Rockefeller Center Christmas tree. After 
enjoying hot chocolate and coffee 
at Starbucks, one of my daughters 
had to locate a bathroom quickly.  
Unfortunately, the Rockefeller Center 
restroom had long lines and we had 
a problem finding another restroom 
in the area.  We ended up taking a 
subway to Macy’s at 34th Street near 
Broadway, because I knew for sure that 
they had restrooms available to the 
public.  I couldn’t forget that evening 
and began thinking about the concept 
of mapping restrooms accessible to the 
public in New York City.  I was pretty 
sure that there were more restrooms 
available if I only knew where to 
find them.  In addition to public 
restrooms in New York, there are 
restrooms accessible to the public in 
coffee shops, bookstores, and hotels.  
The problem is that when I need a 
restroom, I don’t have the luxury 

of taking the time to guess which 
establishment offers this amenity.  

Seabrook told me that Vicki 
Rovere wrote a book, “Where to Go: 
A Guide to Manhattan’s Toilets.”   
While Rovere’s project probably took 
many months to create an inventory 
of restrooms, a public participatory 
approach in interactive mapping 
restroom could accomplish this in a 
relatively short amount of time.  The 
site I developed uses Google Maps 
API technology, and anyone can 
add restroom locations with detailed 
information, including photos and 
comments.  The website, www.
nyrestroom.com, is a small start.  This 
site, limited to Manhattan, displays 
over 200 locations and is currently 
getting about 300 hits a day.  This 
application is only 
one example of 
how a community 
can use GIS 
to share their 
thoughts and 
ideas.  

GIS is a 
wonderful tool 
for visualization 
of spatial data 
and modeling.   
Recently combined 
with Internet 
technology, many 
different web-

based interactive maps have been 
developed.  Until recently, web-based 
GIS development has only been 
available to program developers 
or savvy GIS users.  But current 
developments in GIS technology make 
it possible for any individuals with a 
bit of knowledge about web design 
to create their own web-based GIS 
applications.  Google Maps API is a 
good example of a technology that 
enables community organizations 
to utilize faster, simpler, and more 
affordable web-based GIS applications 
thus providing an enormous potential 
for connecting communities and 
people.  

Read about Dr. Wansoo Im in The 
New Yorker at: http://www.newyorker.
com/talk/content/articles/060327ta_
talk_seabrook

Wansoo Im is adjunct faculty at the Ed-
ward J Bloustein School of Planning and 
Public Policy, Rutgers University and the 
University of Medicine and Dentistry of 
New Jersey where he teaches GIS.  He 
initiated GIS4Kids.com and recently 
found the Center for Community Map-
ping.  Dr. Im is also a principal at VERTI-
CES, a New Jersey-based GIS firm.
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Welcome New Business Members

Oluwatyin Opekitan Adegboye, Simisolly Nigeria 
Company, Isolo, Lagos State, Nigeria

Natasha Allen-Victor, Cook County 9-1-1, Des 
Plaines, IL

Timothy Auch, Motorola, Schaumburg, IL

Craig Batstone, GeoOrbis Inc, St James, Barbados

Damian Blanck, , Lansing, MI

Carol A Boteler, Hillsborough County Planning & 
Growth Mgmt, Tampa, FL

Joyce P Brown, GISP, Mecklenburg County, 
Charlotte, NC

Leonard J Bundra, II, Dover Municipal Utilities 
Authority, Toms River, NJ

Cottee Caldwell, Fulton County, Atlanta, GA

Susan Carroll, Lake County BBC, Tavares, FL

Lloyd Charlier, SpatiaX Infosystems, Youngsville, LA

Jason Close, Latitude Geographics Group Ltd, 
Victoria, BC, Canada

Tyrus Cohan, City of Gulfport, Gulfport, MS

Yvonne Costelloe, Erie County 911, Erie, PA

Bonita Crumby, Metro Public Works, Nashville, TN

Scott Davis, Farmington City, Farmington, UT

Katarina Doctor, Menlo Park, CA

Amy Ehler, Nolte Associates Inc, San Diego, CA

Brandon Eimer, Salisbury University, Germantown, MD

Reginald Elder, Fulton County, Atlanta, GA

Dominik Fabulic, , Washington, DC

Lynn Mike Fauss, County of Loudoun, Leesburg, VA

Gregory P Ferrara, GISP, Manatee County, 
Bradenton, FL

Chad Giesinger, Washoe County Community 
Development Dept, Reno, NV

Amanda Gowans, GISP, Apopka, FL

Lee Hartley, Columbia County Board of 
Commissioners, Evans, GA

Jane Henson, City & County Utilities, Winston-
Salem, NC

David Holmes, Fulton County, Atlanta, GA

Brant Howard, Compass Com, Inc., Englewood, CO

Kyle Johnson, Delaware-Muncie Metro Plan 
Comm., Muncie, IN

Scott Kimball, unearthinfo, Honolulu, HI

Joel A Koepp, City of Roseville, Roseville, MN

Michael Lee, Tri-County Regional Planning 
Commission, Peoria, IL

Steven Lehr, qpublic.net, Port Orange, FL

Robert Lenarcic, Latitude Geographics, Victoria, 
BC, Canada

Chuck Light, Webster County 911 Emergency Svcs, 
Marshfield, MO

Jason Lingenfelter, Erie County, Erie, PA

Bill Mac Leod, City of Bellingham, Bellingham, WA

Neil Mc Clure, Hart InterCivic Inc, Lafayette, CO

Sargent Mc Donald, City of Arvada, Arvada, CO

Ian Mc Govern, Kleinfelder, Inc., Sacramento, CA

Tara Morgan, GISP, Manatee County Government, 
Bradenton, FL

Mark Murphy, Manatee County Information 
Services, Bradenton, FL

Ravi Nigudkar, GeoInformixs Solution Inc, Ashburn, VA

Andy Oppong-Bawuah, Tarrant Regional Water 
District, Fort Worth, TX

Sandra Ortegon, Metro Public Works, Nashville, TN

Claudia Paskauskas, East Central Florida Reg 
Planning Council, Maitland, FL

Dennis Pedersen, Dept F&A GIS Services, 
Nashville, TN

James Jeffrey Rusk, GISP, Nunavut Planning 
Commission, Cambridge Bay, NU, Canada

Yan Shen, University of British Columbia, Burnaby, 
BC, Canada

Eddy Shipman, NCSU, Raleigh, NC

William P Simmons, GISP, County of Prince 
George, Prince George, VA

Brian Sims, City Of Pasadena, Pasadena, CA

Leonard J Slote, GISP, Greene County Board of 
Commissioners, Greensboro, GA, 

Yoo Yong Sun, Seoul, Republic of Korea

Richard Tate, Autodesk, Satellite Beach, FL

Erik Tegland, Denver, CO

Nicholas Tulach, Milwaukee, WI

Li Tung, Scarborough, ON, Canada

Jeffrey Walsh, Cottage Grove, MN

Ray Weiser, Scott County IT, Davenport, IA

Kenneth C. Werther, SpatiaX Infosystems, 
Youngsville, LA

Latitude Geographics Group Ltd
204 Market Square  Victoria, BC  Cana-
da V8W 3C6
Tel: (250) 381-8130     
Fax: (250) 381-8132
www.latitudegeo.com
Geocortex Internet Mapping is about 
helping clients succeed with Internet-
based geography. We provide a suite 
of proven ArcIMS-related products, 
hosting and development servic-
es—with success stories across North 
America. With offices in Victoria and 
Seattle, Geocortex Internet Mapping is 
the Internet-based geography division 
of Latitude Geographics Group Ltd. 
(www.geocortex.net)

SpatiaX Infosystems
P.O. Box 476
Broussard, LA
USA 70518
(337) 326-4387
www.spatiax.com 

SpatiaX Infosystems is a software prod-
uct development company specializing 
in spatially-enabled enterprise solu-
tions.  SpatiaX solutions integrate lead-
ing document management systems, 
CAD systems, collaboration applica-
tions and virtually any commercial 3rd-
party system or database with leading 
GIS applications from ESRI, Intergraph, 
Autodesk, et al – both on the desktop 
and via the web.

Welcome New URISA Members
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Industry News

At the ESRI Business Partner Conference in Palm 
Springs, CA, CartêGraph was awarded the high-
est recognition that an ESRI Business Partner can 
receive – the Foundation Partner Award for the 
St. Louis Region. The award is given to an ESRI 
partner that, through hard work and dedication, 
has consistently built a very strong, dependable 
relationship with ESRI.

GTG announced the release of GTGdispatch, 
soon to be called GeoBlade Dispatch.  This 
software is designed to integrate with any CAD 
system.  A user defined SQL query can be setup 
to retrieve all active incident information.  These 
incidents will be refreshed on the map at a user 
defined interval.  This phase 2 compliant ap-
plication will also display E911 calls – land line 
or cell phones.   

Merrick & Company announced the release of 
version 4.0 of the Merrick Advanced
Remote Sensing (MARS®) software product 
suite.

Intergraph released a new version of the Im-
ageStation® suite of products, which increase 
customer productivity with an enhanced user 
interface, improved computation performance 
in triangulation, automatic Digital Terrain 
Modeling (DTM) and improved orthophoto 
processing.

The Department of Interior (DOI) and the 
United States Geological Survey (USGS) 
recently won the Excellence.Gov award for 
the Geospatial One-Stop Web portal. In its 
sixth year of existence and sponsored by the 
American Council for Technology, the award 
was presented to five winners selected for 
demonstrating best practices in information 
sharing for federally led information technology 
program implementations.

The Alberta Energy and Utilities Board (EUB) 
was presented with an Award of Excellence 
at ESRI Canada’s tenth annual ESRI Regional 
User Conference in Calgary. Alex Miller, Presi-
dent of ESRI Canada, presented the Award 
in recognition of the Alberta Energy and 
Utilities Board’s innovative applications for 
petroleum mapping, analysis, and visualization. 

Colorado CustomWare, Inc. (CCI) is proud 
to report high growth once again. CCI was 
honored as the 6th fastest growing company 
at the Mercury 100 event, which is hosted by 
the Northern Colorado Business Report. They 
experienced a 237.6% growth in revenue from 
2003 to 2005. 

 
People News
Tobias Wolf joined HDR as GIS section manager 
based in the firm’s San Diego office. Prior to 
joining HDR, he was the GIS group manager 
for AMEC Earth and Environmental. Tobias is 
the Treasurer for the Southern California Chapter 
of URISA. 

Colorado CustomWare, Inc. (CCI) is proud to an-
nounce the internal promotion of Kevin O’Connell 
to Chief Operating Officer, and Nora Priegel to 
Customer Support Manager. 

Pictometry International Corp. has selected Robert 
Carroll to fill its newly created position of division 
president for international sales and operations. Mr. 
Carroll has a distinguished career that encompasses 
senior level positions at leading GIS and remote 
sensing companies. His career includes serving as 
vice president of sales, marketing, and professional 
services at Hitachi Software Global Technology and 
VP of Business Development at Navigant Consult-
ing/GeoData Solutions, where he led the expan-
sion of the company with international growth. 
Other corporate experience that Mr. Carroll brings 
to Pictometry includes positions at ESRI Canada, and 
Enghouse Systems

ATS is pleased to announce the addition of Jesse 
Stauffer, III to its staff in the company’s Lancaster, 
PA office as the newly appointed Director of Informa-
tion Technology.  

The Sidwell Company is pleased to announce 
that Tony Pellettiere has joined their staff as the 
company’s newest GIS Account Manager for the 
State of Illinois. Due to growth being experienced 
by Sidwell on both the regional and national levels, 
Tony will be working together with current Illinois 
Account Manager Bill Wetzel to serve and support 
local government entities in Illinois as they move to 
adopt and implement GIS and related services within 
their enterprise

Three key employees have joined the Sanborn 
team. Roger Crystal has joined the company as 
general manager for the Sanborn office in Portland, 
Oregon. David Youngblood, Sanborn’s new Florida 
state regional sales manager, joins the company 
from Airborne Data, Inc. James Peterson also joins 
Sanborn as the new assistant general manager for 
the St. Louis, Missouri location.

James W. Sewall Company is pleased to announce 
that Bruce Oswald, a nationally recognized expert in 
GIS program implementation, has joined the firm as 
Vice President for Public Sector Geospatial Solutions. 
Prior to joining Sewall, Mr. Oswald was Director for 
the New York State Center for Geographic Informa-
tion and Assistant Director and Chief Information 
Officer for the New York State Office of Cyber Security 
and Critical Infrastructure Coordination. His many 
accomplishments include leading the establishment 
of New York State’s GIS Coordination Program, which 
promotes and facilitates the development and effec-
tive use of geographic information in New York. 

The U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) has named Ken-
neth (Bruce) Jones as the new chief scientist for Ge-
ography. He will assume his new position on May 1. 
The geography program of the USGS monitors land 
surface change by observing the Earth with remote 
sensing satellites, studies the connections between 
people and those changes with incisive geographic 
analysis and provides individuals and society with 
science information they can use to manage the 

consequences of those changes. Jones comes to 
the USGS from the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) where he served as senior scientist 
at the National Exposure Laboratory Office of Re-
search and Development in Las Vegas. While at EPA 
Jones’ research focused on developing methods for 
describing the qualities or peculiarities of chemical 
and physical stressors, such as contaminants, land 
use, and habitat change. His long-term research 
has been geared toward increasing the capability 
to assess ecological landscapes at varying geo-
graphic scales. 

The Geospatial Information & Technology Associa-
tion (GITA) announced that Charles D. Howard 
of Longmont, Colo., has been named the recipient 
of GITA’s 2006 Distinguished Service Award. The 
award is bestowed on individuals whose extraordi-
nary personal contributions have added to the suc-
cess of GITA. The presentation was made at GITA’s 
Annual Conference 29, held April 23-26, 2006, at 
the Tampa Convention Center in Tampa, Fla. How-
ard was a founding father of the association. 

Project Awards
Merrick & Company was awarded a $231,000 
contract by the Brownsville Public Utilities Board 
(BPUB) (Brownsville, Texas) to provide color aerial 
photography at a scale of 1”=600’ for 198 square 
miles and LIDAR collection for 58 square miles 
in their utility service area that is experiencing 
growth.  Using both the new and previously col-
lected LIDAR, Merrick will also deliver updated 
planimetric data and digital orthophotography at 
a .5-foot pixel resolution for the entire area.  The 
aerial photography was flown in February 2006 
by Merrick’s Texas subcontractor Aerial Viewpoint, 
Inc. (Spring, TX).  Survey ground control was es-
tablished by Aranda & Associates, Inc. (McAllen, 
TX), another Texas subcontractor.  

Summit, County, UT and Iron County, UT became 
the 6th and 7th Utah counties to purchase Tyler’s 
EagleSoftware for multiple county offices. Cibola 
County, NM Clerk, Assessor and Treasurer offices 
will implement EagleRecorder, EagleAssessor, 
EagleAppraiser and EagleTreasurer. The Phillips 
County, CO Assessor and Clerk & Recorder will 
migrate to EagleAssessor, EagleAppraiser and 
EagleRecorder with EagleQuickdocs.

Colorado CustomWare, Inc. has announced that 
Mohave County, AZ, selected CCI to provide a 
complete assessment solution. 

CartêGraph Systems announces the addition 
of seven new client organizations—Auburn, WA; 
Upper Leacock, PA; Rosemount, MN; Oak Forest, 
IL; San Angelo, TX; Westford, MA, and Yorkton, 
SK, Canada.

Varion Systems, the software development and 
value-added reseller division of GeoAnalytics, 
announced today that Dallas County, Iowa has 
chosen its PV.Web™ software to deploy GIS data 
and tools to County staff and constituents.

continued on page 10
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Industry News continued from page 9

Geographic Technologies Group (GTG) would 
like to announce several municipalities and local 
governments that have selected GTG for products 
and services. Spotsylvania County, Virginia has 
selected GTG to complete an SDE implementation 
and data conversion services.

The Town of Blacksburg, Virginia has selected 
GTG for a GIS convenience contract to provide 
GIS services. The City of Richmond, Virginia has 
also selected GTG for a GIS convenience contract 
to provide GIS services. The University of Montana 
has selected GTG to develop a comprehensive Arc-
SDE Geodatabase for the Flathead Lake Biological 
Station Typology Project through the University of 
Montana. The goal of the Typology Project is to 
produce a decision support system that will assist 
salmon conservation across the North Pacific Rim 
(NPR). The ArcSDE Geodatabase will produce a 
viable spatially enabled tool for the collection, 
management, and maintenance of all Typol-
ogy Project data. GTG was selected for multiple 
software contracts including: The City of Saco, 
Maine – GeoBlade DISPATCH, GeoBlade MOBILE, 
GeoBlade AVL, and GISmo; City of Winterville, 
North Carolina – (5) Licenses of LGviewer; and 

Hanover County, Virginia – (5) Additional Licenses 
of LGviewer.

The European Space Agency (ESA) has selected 
international project management and services 
firm AMEC for a $300,000 sustainability project 
that will use earth observation technology to as-
sess the health of two water bodies – Florida Bay 
in the Everglades and Cardiff Bay in Wales.The 
sustainability project will involve the processing of 
satellite imagery to measure the impact of aeration 
systems and other management techniques used 
to improve water quality.  

Sanborn has been selected to provide light 
detection and ranging (LiDAR), and digital eleva-
tion models (DEM’s) for the State of Minnesota 
Department of Natural Resources. The company 
has also been selected by the Cincinnati Area 
Geographic Information Systems (CAGIS) consor-
tium to perform base map updates and acquire 
high resolution digital orthophotography for 550 
squares miles of Hamilton County, Ohio and sur-
rounding areas. 

Merrick & Company was awarded a contract in 
April 2006 to provide digital orthophotography 
& LIDAR datasets for Delaware County, Ohio.  
Deliverables include aerial photography, ground 
control surveys, 0.5-foot pixel resolution color 
digital orthophotography, LIDAR data, a DTM, and 
two-foot contours for the entire County.

EarthData announced the recent finalization of a 
3-year open-end GIS and remote sensing services 
contract with the South Florida Water Manage-
ment District (SFWMD). The contract requires 
GIS analysis and reporting, data development, 
application development, and remote sensing to 
support the SFWMD in managing the water sup-
ply, water quality, ecosystems, and flood control 
for more than 6 million residents in 16 counties 
across south Florida.

Sanborn has been contracted for a three-year 
term to provide an enterprise-wide information 
management system to support and manage 
spatial data to the Bureau of Forestry for the Com-
monwealth of Pennsylvania.

SURVEY AND GIS SUMMIT 2006—BRIDGING THE GAP
Saturday, August 5–Tuesday, August 8, San Diego Convention Center

ESRI welcomes you to join us and more than 400 industry leaders at the fourth annual Survey
and GIS Summit. This conference brings together surveyors, engineers and geographic informa-
tion system (GIS) professionals to explore business, technology, and collaboration opportunities.

Industry leaders from around the world will present real-world solutions and services offered 
by surveyors and engineers for integrating surveying, engineering design, and GIS technologies. 

Summit topics include:
• Integrating Survey Data and GIS

• Survey and GIS Technology 
Case Studies

• Engineering and Engineering Design 
with GIS

• GIS Business Opportunities for 
Engineers and Surveyors

• Surveyor/Engineer Synergies

• Geodetic Control

Copyright © 2006 ESRI. All rights reserved. ESRI, the ESRI globe logo, ArcInfo, and www.esri.com are trademarks, registered trademarks, or service marks of ESRI in the United States, the 
European Community, or certain other jurisdictions. Other companies and products mentioned herein are trademarks or registered trademarks of their respective trademark owners.

For more information and to register, visit www.esri.com/surveysummit.

Registration:
Registration includes focused sessions on Saturday 
and Sunday and the following International User 
Conference Activities on Monday and Tuesday

• Plenary Session

• Map Gallery Reception

• ESRI Showcase

• Survey Track Sessions/User Group Meeting
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Corporate Members
BAE SYSTEMS ADR
Bentley Systems, Inc.
Bowne Management Systems, Inc. 
Burns & McDonnell Engineering
CDM
DELL
DeLorme
ESRI
Federal Geographic Data Committee 
Geographic Technologies Group 
GRW Aerial Surveys
ISC
KCI Technologies
Kucera International, Inc. 
Manatron
MD Atlantic Technologies
Merrick & Company
Metric Engineering Inc.
Michael Baker Jr., Inc.
Mobile Video Services, Inc. 
PCI Geomatics
Pinnacle Mapping Technologies, Inc.
Robinson Engineering, Ltd.
Rolta International, Inc.
The Schneider Corporation
The Sidwell Company
Space Imaging
Surdex Corporation
 

Business Members
Colorado CustomWare, Inc.
Curiosity Quest
Data Transfer Solutions, LLC
Tyler Technologies Eagle Computer 
Division
EarthData
ESI Corp
Geographic Mapping Consultants
GIS Planning, Inc.
Tetra Tech - HAI
InnovaTeq
JE Saenz and Assocs, Inc
Juniper GIS
Kessler GIS
Latitude Geographics Group, Ltd.
Layton Graphics
MGP, Inc.
Orion Technology Inc.
Spatial Focus, Inc.
SpatiaX Infosystems
Systems Design, Inc.
Traverse PC

Mark Your Calendar —  
200� URISA Conference Dates
• 11th Annual Integrating GIS & CAMA Conference: March 4-7, 2007 at the 

Flamingo Hotel in Las Vegas, Nevada – abstract submissions due July 31 

• 2nd Annual Geospatial Integration for Public Safety Conference: April 
15-18, 2007 at the Marriott New Orleans – the Call for Presentations will be 
published in June 

• 1st Annual URISA GIS in Public Health Conference: May 20-23, 2007 at the 
Marriott New Orleans – the Call for Presentations will be available in June 

• 45th Annual URISA Conference: August 20-23, 2007 at the Washington 
Hilton in Washington, DC – the Call for Presentations will be available in 
September

NEW – Integrating Civil 
Engineering and GIS/IT 
Disciplines 
Instructors: Kurt Lebo, Illinois State Toll 
Highway Authority
Jacob Merriman, HNTB Corporation
Jeff Siegel, HNTB Corporation
The integration of GIS technology into 
civil engineering has seen a dramatic 
increase in recent years.  Solutions 
have become more sophisticated as 
the usefulness of GIS has become in-
creasingly apparent to civil engineers. 
GIS and related information tech-
nologies are now being used by civil 
engineers in many aspects of project 
development and infrastructure man-
agement – from preliminary studies 
thru final design and for day-to-day 
operations, facilities maintenance and 
asset management.  Specific topics 
will include the following: engineering 
industry trends and opportunities for 
integration, GIS and the infrastructure 
lifecycle, CAD interoperability/integra-
tion, GIS fundamentals (in engineering 
terms), modeling and simulation, and 
asset and maintenance management

Database Development and 
Conversion 
Instructors Dawn Hunter Mc Call, GISP, 
Van Note Harvey Associates
Data conversion can be one of the 
largest impediments to implement-
ing a successful geographic informa-

tion system (GIS). As an introduction 
to conversion fundamentals, this 
workshop provides participants with 
a foundation for finding successful 
alternatives and avoiding pitfalls. The 
workshop employs digital and printed 
examples of raster and vector data, 
conversion methodologies and strate-
gies. Local government practitioners 
lead this workshop in discussing the 
personnel, process and project man-
agement issues that will help in choos-
ing a successful route in performing a 
data conversion.

Internet GIS: State of the Art  
(off-site workshop – requires 
an additional transportation & 
facility fee of $�9) 
Instructors: Joseph Ferreira, Massachu-
setts Institute of Technology
Zhong-Ren Peng, University of Wiscon-
sin-Milwaukee
The objective of this hands-on work-
shop is to offer an introduction to 
theory, technology and applications 
of Internet geographic information 
systems (Internet GIS). This workshop 
will focus on the understanding of 
the fundamentals of Internet GIS, the 
assessment of different Internet GIS 
technologies including the pros and 
cons of each, and the applications of 
Internet GIS. The workshop includes 
hands-on exercises.

Workshops continued from page 6
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